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Abstract 


"Stoner" is an American novel written by the renowned author John Williams. Set in 
the early 20th century, it follows the life of William Stoner, a young man from a working- 
class background who becomes a literature professor at a university in the Midwest. Through 
Stoner's journey, the novel explores themes of love, passion, and the pursuit of intellectual 
fulfillment. It delves into the complexities of human relationships, highlighting the challenges 
and _ sacrifices one must make in the pursuit of personal and professional aspirations. 
Williams crafts a compelling narrative that delves into the inner struggles faced by Stoner as 
he grapples with the demands of his career, the limitations of societal expectations, and the 
complexities of personal relationships. With vivid prose and poignant storytelling, the author 
invites readers to contemplate the universal human experience of longing for purpose and 
connection. "Stoner" is a thought-provoking novel that resonates with readers by capturing 
the essence of the human condition. It reminds us of the power of literature to illuminate our 
own lives and provides a touching exploration of the profound impact that one individual can 
have on others. In summary, "Stoner" is a remarkable American novel that beautifully 
captures the essence of the human experience and leaves a lasting impression on its readers. 
Hence, this paper focuses on the background and setting of the famous American novel 
Stoner, written by an American academic and writer John Williams. The objectives of this 
research are to discern the colours and buildings picturized by the writer and to connect the 
setting of the novel to the transformation and character development of the protagonist 
Stoner. 


Keywords: Stoner, Buildings, Jesse Hall, Colours, Setting, John Williams. 


Introduction 

The character, Stoner is often viewed as an unsuccessful professor, failed husband and 
a helpless father and lover. His passiveness projects him as a pathetic figure. But even though 
he led a dull and monotonous life, he lived it to its fullest. Though the novel appears sad, “it 
is also happy in the sense the Stoics would have understood that word, for, against all that 
harm that comes his way. Stoner prevails in his integrity as a man, a teacher, a scholar, a 
husband, and finally as a human being of noble dimensions.” (Livatino 417) 
Critical Analysis 

The background of the novel Stoner entails deliberately setting the tone and framing 
the plot of the novel. The atmosphere of the novel candidly reflects the mindset andmood of 
the protagonist, William Stoner. Though the novel completely centres on Stoner, itis the 
conscious shift of ambience that makes the narrative seems flowing. The author John 
Williams employs the images of distinct architecture and background colours that parallelthe 
incidents in the storyline. 

The novel, belonging to the genre of campus novel, is set in the University of 
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Columbia. It is at this university where Stoner’s life gets into a phase of transition. John 
Williams consciously associates the development of Stoner with the buildings he dwells in. 
Stoner has a distinct attachment to his lodgings, as they represent his standard of living. In the 
opening of the novel, the author creates a dusty background to emphasize Stoner’s connection 
with agriculture. He lives with his parents in a house, which is “cracking with age,” through 
which “dust steadily seeped.” (Williams 10) This house demonstrates the poor condition of 
the Stoners and how they are constantly dependent on ‘dust and dirt’, which represents soil 
and agriculture. Also, the dirt and dust are the representation of Stoner’s relation to his 
parents, who are dirt farmers — “people who survive from farming on poor land without the 
help of hired laborers.” (Fadillah 153) 

When Stoner takes a look at “the red brick buildings” of his university for the first 
time, “he had a sudden sense of security and serenity he had never felt before.” (Williams 13) 
Stoner’s instant bond with this premises forecasts the idea that the university is going to be 
his abode for his entire life thereafter. While Stoner stays in the small attic room of the Foote 
household, it displays a sense of confinement. He is bound to repeat the field chores he has 
been given as well as he does his university studies. He has no escape from these tasksand he 
does not care to do so. Sometimes to relieve himself from his monotonous routine, he roams 
in the university. And this brief escape makes him feel like he is at home and the people in 
the university, “though he did not know any of them, and though he did not speak to any of 
them, he felt a kinship with them.” (Williams 15) 

Once Stoner moves out of the Foote’s household after completing his Master of Arts, 
he feels, “as if the last tie between himself and the old life had been cut.” (Williams 17) Now 
Stoner loses his link with agriculture and he moves to “an even smaller room near the 
University.” (Williams 17) This proximity to his university indicates the captivity the 
university holds for him. As a student and a dedicated professor, the university library 
appears to be his favourite place. Out of this fondness he equates his life and future to the 
nature of the library. “He saw it as the great University library, to which new wings might be 
built, to which new books might be added and from which old ones might be withdrawn, 
while its true nature remained essentially unchanged.” (Williams 22) 

After his marriage to Edith, he finds a home for them. “It was dark and bare, with 
small bedroom, a tiny kitchen, and a huge living room with high windows.” (Williams 67) 
Though this house is the first comfortable lodging for Stoner; resembling its nature his 
married life also turns to be ‘dark and bare.’ When Edith succeeds to find a roomy house for 
them, Stoner gets a snug study room for him and he treats it in the same way he looks after 
himself. He keeps it tidy and “it was himself that he was attempting to define as he worked 
on his study.” (Williams 87) As a good professor, he invites his students to his study and 
helps them with their research. As Edith plots to rob him of his study and succeeds, it 
facilitates Stoner to spend most of his time in the university. 

Of all the other buildings in the university, Stoner has an intimate affiliation with 
Jesse Hall. John Williams mentions this hall frequently in the novel as it is the main building 
of the university. It is in this hall where Stoner’s classes and office are situated, and so he 
spends half of his lifetime in it. Many important events of his life take place in this hall and 
Stoner approaches it when he is affected by his sufferings. “At last he went back to his old 
habit of spending most of his time at his office in Jesse Hall.” (Williams 99) In front of Jesse 
Hall stands the five columns which are the remains of the original main building, which was 
destroyed by fire long ago. Stoner is often drawn towards these columns and stares at them as 
he finds them fascinating. In his earlier student days, he spends some time roaming the 
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university and looking at the columns with a passion. “Grayish silver in the moonlight, bare 
and pure, they seemed to him to represent the way of life he had embraced, as a temple 
represents a god.” (Williams 21) Once he and Katherine Driscoll decide to break up, he 
spends the whole night on the “stone steps in front of Jesse Hall and watched the light from 
the east creep upon the great stone columns in the center of the quad ... When it was light he 
let himself into the hall and went to his office.” (Williams 114) 

John Williams makes a conscious attempt to associate the climate of the setting with 
Stoner’s mood. Moreover, the weather is mostly portrayed as a cold one, which indirectly 
implies that Stoner’s life is pale and dull. But a sudden change in this backdrop anticipates a 
predominant incident of the novel, like when Stoner meets Katherine. Stoner as a loner finds 
himself dragged towards the nature around him that makes him aware of his existence. The 
author has not depicted spring and its beauty but rather pays more attention to fall, which is 
also sketched as colder. The trees are also painted leafless or seem to wither. This cold 
weathersymbolizes stillness and immobility, which is also equivalent to Stoner’s static life. 
“Nothing moved upon the whiteness; it was a dead scene, which seemed to pull at him, to 
suck at his consciousness.” (Williams 98) 

While reading the novel it is effortless for the readers to explicitly picture that the 
background is always grey in colour. The colour grey expresses the dull atmosphere which 
subsequently reflects the stance of Stoner. Deep in thought, he often visualizes darkness and 
greyness engulfing him. Most of the buildings in the novel are grey in colour. Jesse Hall is 
filled with the colour grey and Katherine’s apartment is also painted grey. Grayness also 
stands for ageing and in the second half of the novel, Williams portrays Stoner with grey hair 
and eyes. 

“... his gray eyes were sunk more deeply in his face ... his hair, once brown, had 

darkened, although a few touches of gray were beginning around his temples.” 

(166) 

It is only in the presence of Katherine Driscoll, his love affair; Stoner sees vivid 
colours in his life. “Stoner falls in love and has an affair with his student, Katherine Driscoll. 
They share one passion in literature which amplifies their love for each other.” (Fadillah 157) 
When Katherine visits his office for the first time; the greyness that spread all over his life 
hasdiminished. John Williams draws this scene filled with different colours. “The portion of 
the quad in shadow was a deep brownish-grey...the winter grass was a light tan, ...of the 
palest green ... the marble columns were brilliantly white. Stoner thought ... the darkness 
would creep up ... He became aware that someone was standing behind him.” (Williams 122) 
Also, while Stoner spends his Christmas vacation with Katherine; he sees colours around him 
even in the winter. Together they enjoy the sights of “greenish-black” pines, “pale-blue” sky 
“white snow,” “yellow-tan” doe with “brown eyes.” (Williams 125) 

Conclusion 

Employing such brilliant settings for the novel, John Williams is successful in 
delivering the meaning in an uncomplicated yet imposing way. He wants his readers to 
comprehend Stoner’s disposition through the backdrop of the novel. Although a recluse, 
Stoner is not described to be lonely. This is achieved by Williams’ ability to connect his 
protagonist to his inanimate surroundings. 
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Abstract 


Anita Desai is a recognized delegate of Indian English Fiction. Her books uncover the 
outrageous intricacies of human existence. For a long time, women in the conventional social 
request also, framework have forever been viewed as compliant with men. In a male-centric 
society, the matriarchal community has been embarrassed, tormented, and hushed socially 
and monetarily. With the post-modernizing age, women started to see the universe with their 
own eyes and not through the male look. The voice of women started to strive with those of 
men. Women generally deal with numerous issues in their day-to-day existence in different 
ways. Women were smothered and abused by the other gender. They were captives to them 
and under control. They didn't have freedom or equality and were not allowed to follow up 
on their own. Normally literature is an impression of life. It was apparent through the works. 
Woman's rights resembled a medium to talk about their concerns and through their works the 
world came to have some familiarity with their concern thus woman's rights in India have 
prospered. The reason for my paper is to zero in on the women's activist message as 
expressed in Anita Desai's novels, “Cry the Peacock” and “Where Will We Go This 
Summer?” My purpose is to look at fundamentally how in the post-modern era Indian women 
essayists in English have featured women’s ' inquiry. They have raised a voice or started an 
inward upheaval against the customary traditions and orientation separation with the end 
goal of levelling human freedoms. Considering, the women characters of Anita Desai, are 
one of the most prestigious topics in Indian writings, particularly two strong and oppressive 
female heroes, Sita and Maya of “Cry, the Peacock” and “Where Will We Go This 
Summer?” This paper proposes to cause notice Desai's fills in as excellent cases of 
postmodern womanism. 


Keywords: Feminism, Patriarchy, Matriarchy, Women, Sufferings 


Introduction 

Anita Desai has been known for her introspective and deeply empathetic writing style 
in her novels. Throughout her career, Desai has explored complex themes of human 
relationships, cultural clashes, and the challenges of individuals navigating their identity. 
Through vivid and evocative storytelling, she masterfully weaves together elements of 
realism and symbolism, creating narratives that resonate with readers on a profound level. 
With a career spanning several decades, Desai has established herself as a prominent voice in 
contemporary literature, capturing the intricate nuances of the human experience in a 
captivating and thought-provoking manner. 
Desai and her Works 

Desai began her literary career in the 1960s and has since produced numerous novels, 
short stories, and children's books that explore themes of identity, cultural clash, and the 
struggles of individuals in the face of societal pressures. In this essay, we will delve into 
Desai's works, analyzing their themes and examining their impact on literature. One of 
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Desai's notable works is "Clear Light of Day" (1980), a novel set in Old Delhi that delves into 
the complexities of family relationships and the divisions between tradition and modernity. 
The novel chronicles the journey of the Das family and explores the impact of historical 
events on their lives. With vivid imagery and multi-dimensional characters, Desai presents a 
rich tapestry of relationships, particularly the contrasting lives of the two sisters, Tara and 
Bim. "Clear Light of Day" captures the essence of a changing India, grappling with the clash 
between tradition and progress. Desai's ability to weave together multiple narratives, 
presenting a poignant and reflective exploration of human relationships and the impact of 
historical events on individuals. In "Fasting, Feasting" (1999), Desai examines the lives of 
two middle-class families, one in India and the other in the United States. The novel 
illustrates the restrictions placed on women in traditional Indian society, as well as the impact 
of cultural expectations on personal freedom and happiness. Through the character of Uma, 
an unmarried Indian woman living in her oppressive family home, Desai explores the 
struggles of women and the sacrifices they make for the sake of social conformity. Desai's 
meticulous attention to detail and her skill in portraying the nuances of human emotions make 
"Fasting, Feasting" a powerful commentary on the roles of women in society. Desai's works 
are characterized by their introspective portrayals of characters and their ability to capture the 
essence of Indian society. Her writing style is marked by rich imagery, attention to detail, and 
a deep understanding of human psychology. Whether exploring the conflicts between 
tradition and progress or the struggles of individuals in oppressive societies, Desai's works 
offer a compelling insight into the complexities of human existence. Anita Desai's works 
have made a significant impact on contemporary Indian literature. Her exploration of themes 
such as identity, cultural clash, and the struggles of individuals have captivated readers 
worldwide. Through her insightful and thought-provoking narratives, Desai offers a deep 
understanding of human emotions and the complexities of society. Whether through novels 
such as "Clear Light of Day," and "Fasting, Feasting," Desai's works continue to provide 
valuable literary contributions that resonate with readers of all backgrounds. 
Womanism in the Desai’s Novels 

Womanism refers to a philosophy and movement that places emphasis on women's 
experiences and perspectives, particularly those of women of color. It aims to critique and 
challenge the ways in which women have been oppressed and marginalized in various aspects 
of life. In the novels of Anita Desai, one of the prominent Indian English writers, Womanism 
emerges as a significant theme, exploring the complexities and challenges faced by women in 
Indian society. Desai's novel "Clear Light of Day" explores the lives of three women from the 
same family, namely Bim, Tara, and Raja's Bua. Bim, the central character, represents a 
womanist figure who struggles to find her voice and identity amidst the patriarchal norms of 
Indian society. Bim, a school teacher, is constantly restricted by traditional gender roles and 
expectations imposed on her. She is burdened with the responsibilities of caretaking her 
family and property, leaving little room for her own aspirations and desires. Bim's frustration 
with her limited choices is evident when she says, "I am a drudge, I am the selfless one who 
is always the sucker, the possessing one, the only one who cares... I am tethered and bound 
by them while they, my male brothers, are free — completely free. Free!" The character of 
Bim also highlights the intersections of patriarchy and class hierarchy in Desai's novels. As a 
lower-middle-class woman, Bim faces additional challenges and limitations in her pursuit of 
independence and self-expression. Her brother, Baba, for instance, receives a higher 
education while Bim is denied the same opportunities due to financial constraints and gender 
discrimination. This raises questions about the unequal distribution of resources and 
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opportunities based on gender and class. In another novel by Desai, "Fasting, Feasting," the 
theme of Womanism is explored through the character of Uma. Uma is a spinster who 
dedicates her life to serving her family, sacrificing her own dreams and desires. Her existence 
revolves around meeting her family's expectations and fulfilling her role as a dutiful 
daughter. Uma's lack of agency and autonomy reflects the struggles faced by many women in 
Indian society, particularly those who conform to traditional gender norms. However, Desai's 
exploration of Womanism is not limited to the oppression of women. In her novel "In 
Custody," Desai presents the character of Imtiaz, a celebrated female Urdu poet who 
challenges traditional gender roles and expectations. Imtiaz refuses to conform to societal 
norms and instead pursues her passion for poetry, despite facing criticism and backlash from 
conservative sections of society. Through Imtiaz, Desai presents a new vision of womanhood 
that is not confined to domesticity but embraces artistic creation and self-expression. 
Womanism is an important theme in the novels of Anita Desai. Through her female 
characters, Desai sheds light on the multifaceted challenges faced by women in Indian 
society, including the intersections of patriarchy, class hierarchy, and cultural expectations. 
By highlighting the struggles and triumphs of these women, Desai brings attention to the 
need for women's empowerment and the recognition of their unique experiences and 
perspectives. Her exploration of Womanism adds depth and nuance to her narratives, making 
her novels valuable contributions to the feminist literary canon. 
Feminine Identity 

Feminine identity is a recurring theme in Anita Desai's novels. Throughout her works, 
Desai explores the complexities and struggles faced by women in patriarchal societies, while 
also highlighting their strength, individuality, and resilience. This essay will analyze how 
Desai presents feminine identity in her novels, with a focus on three key aspects: societal 
expectations, self-discovery, and the search for independence. Firstly, Desai depicts the 
constraints of societal expectations on women in traditional settings. In her novel "Clear 
Light of Day," Desai portrays the character of Bim, who is torn between her duties as a 
caretaker of her family and her desire for personal fulfillment. Bim is expected to sacrifice 
her dreams and ambitions for the well-being of her loved ones. Similarly, in "Fasting, 
Feasting," the protagonist Uma is confined to her family's household, where she performs 
endless domestic chores and is denied the opportunity to pursue her education. These 
examples illustrate the limited roles often assigned to women in society, where their identities 
are defined by their relationships to others and their domestic responsibilities. Furthermore, 
Desai explores the theme of self-discovery in relation to feminine identity. In "Fire on the 
Mountain," the character of Nanda Kaul confronts her own identity and purpose when she is 
left alone in her old age. Through her journey, Nanda explores her desires and aspirations, 
breaking away from societal expectations and discovering a new sense of self-worth. Desai 
emphasizes that self-discovery is a crucial element in the development of feminine identity, 
allowing women to find their own voices and assert their individuality. Lastly, Desai 
highlights the pursuit of independence as an essential aspect of feminine identity. In "The 
Village by the Sea," the character of Lila longs for a life beyond the limitations of her rural 
village. She dreams of escaping to the city and experiencing a world beyond her traditional 
upbringing. This pursuit of independence is also evident in "Baumgartner's Bombay," where 
the protagonist, Hugo Baumgartner, seeks to liberate himself from the oppressive hierarchy 
of the British Raj and the Indian society. Desai portrays the struggle for independence as an 
integral part of feminine identity, symbolizing the breaking of societal norms and the 
assertion of individual agency. Desai's portrayal of feminine identity is nuanced and 
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multifaceted, reflecting the diversity of women's experiences in patriarchal societies. While 
her novels often depict women as marginalized and confined by societal expectations, they 
also highlight their strength, resilience, and capacity for self-discovery. Through her 
characters, Desai challenges the traditional notions of femininity and presents alternative 
visions of what it means to be a woman. Anita Desai's novels offer a compelling exploration 
of feminine identity. She delves into the constraints of societal expectations, the journey of 
self-discovery, and the quest for independence. By depicting the complexities of women's 
lives, Desai presents a realistic and empowering portrayal of feminine identity. Her work 
serves as a reminder of the importance of recognizing and valuing the individuality, strength, 
and resilience of women in society. 
Conclusion 

In conclusion, Anita Desai's portrayal of subjugated Indian women in her select 
novels provides a vivid and thought-provoking insight into the lives, struggles, and resilience 
of these women. Through powerful characterization and meticulous attention to detail, Desai 
brings to light the societal constraints, traditional gender roles, and cultural expectations that 
often stifle the aspirations and individuality of Indian women. By delving into their inner 
thoughts and emotions, Desai humanizes these characters, conveying their desire for 
autonomy, self-expression, and liberation. Furthermore, her meticulous exploration of the 
complex dynamics of family, marriage, and society exposes the multi-layered obstacles faced 
by subjugated Indian women. Through her evocative narratives, Desai not only challenges the 
prevalent stereotypes and misconceptions surrounding the lives of Indian women but also 
prompts readers to reconsider the significance of agency, empowerment, and gender equality 
in contemporary society. Ultimately, Desai's portrayal of subjugated Indian women serves as 
a powerful catalyst for introspection and change, compelling readers to question and 
challenge the patriarchal norms that continue to restrict and marginalize women in today's 
world. 
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Abstract 


Umberto Eco is an Italian Writer, Semiotician, Medievalist, who always deals with 
history as a major theme in his novels. He is obsessed with the inadequacies of the historical 
narrative in depicting a complete picture of the past. He questions the validity of alternative 
narratives like myths, and conspiracy theories too. In The Prague Cemetery, he tries to 
analyse the psychological reasons behind hate narratives. The novel is set in nineteenth- 
century France, with a forger who creates fake documents, as its protagonist. Eco attempts to 
explore the psychological reasons that might have prompted Simonini to create the fake 
minutes of an imaginary meeting of the Jews who plot for world dominion. The 
aforementioned document, The Protocols of the Elders of Zion was a real-life conspiracy 
theory that spread anti-semitism during the nineteenth century and was also one of the 
reasons behind the German Holocaust. In this novel, The Prague Cemetery, Eco creates a 
fictional author for the document and imagines the hatred and perversion of that mind that 
delights in spreading such hate narratives. 


Keywords: hate narratives, history, alternative narratives, conspiracy theories, anti-semitism 


Introduction 

The Prague Cemetery was written in 2010 by Italian writer, Semiotician, and 
Medievalist, Umberto Eco and was translated into English in 2011. The novel is set in 
nineteenth-century France and follows the life of a cynical forger of fake documents who is 
involved in the major political events of that time. The novel is framed in the form of a 
personal journal written by Simone Simonini in 1897, who suffers due to partial memory 
loss. He decides to write his life story in an attempt to regain his lost memories. Through his 
character, the novel comes into contact with several important historical figures and events of 
that time. 
Critical analysis 

The narrative introduces us to a sixty-year-old Simone Simonini who suffers due to 
some peculiar form of memory loss. In an attempt to discover his past, Simonini begins the 
journal, hoping that putting everything down on paper might give him some much-needed 
perspective. Simonini was born in Turin in 1830 and lost his parents at a very young age. He 
was hugely influenced by his racist grandfather’s anti-semitic views. Some unmentioned 
childhood trauma distorts his view of life and he has great difficulty in recalling some parts of 
his childhood memories. Anti-semitism provides him with a target to focus his hatred on. He 
becomes extremely cynical and turns into a misanthropist who hates anyone but himself. 

Simonini studies law but ends up forging documents. He works as a spy for the 
Piedmont government and he meets Garibaldi, one of the generals who enabled the 
unification of Italy. He also meets French novelist Alexander Dumas whose novel Joseph 
Balsamo was one of the direct inspirations for The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. He also 
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meets IppolitoNievo, another prominent figure in Italian politics and ends up blowing up the 
ship he sails on, just to destroy some sensitive documents in his possession. This event kills 
every passenger on board. So, Simonini is banished to France. There he starts a business as a 
freelance forger. He also does odd jobs for the French secret service. In the course of the 
story, he gets embroiled in several historical events like the Paris Commune, Dreyfuss Affair, 
etc. but, the highlight of his career is his forgery of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion which 
is supposed to be the minutes of the meeting of powerful Jewish leaders who were plotting to 
rule the world. For this, Simone Simonini draws inspiration from various fictional sources 
from French writers including Alexander Dumas’ Joseph Balesmo. 

Jean-Paul Sartre in his book Anti- Sermite and Jew, puts forth the idea that the 
common man who cannot cope with all his insecurities and failures, starts searching for an 
object of hatred so that he can blame somebody else for his problems. Public opinion is 
further strengthened by religious conviction. According to Eco, “People are never so 
completely and enthusiastically evil as when they act out of religious conviction”. (89)The 
popular anti-semitic views of that time lead to an inherent mistrust of the Jewish people. 
Throughout the novel, the historical events are interspersed with Simonini’s own life 
experiences. The narrative is complicated by his confusion about his identity. He suffers due 
to a split personality. His other identity Abbe Della Piccola was taken from a man he killed 
earlier. Maybe, the physical violence of the act triggered his personality disorder. Initially, he 
takes up the role of Abbe Della Piccola willingly but over time, he is unable to distinguish his 
true self from his false identity. So, he splits himself from his internal identity as a means of 
suppressing it. 

The novel asks the pertinent question of what makes conspiracy theories believable 
and why people are willing to believe in them. Umberto Eco focuses on the psychological 
reasons behind the production and reception of such falsehoods. Eco traces Simonini’s 
attempts to create a plausible conspiracy theory and follows his thought process in great 
detail revealing the reasons behind his creative choices, thus providing a keen insight into 
human nature. He also analyses the success behind the propagation of ideas across large 
numbers of people. The narrative follows Simonini’s mental progress from when the idea was 
instilled in their head to its ultimate realization as a hate narrative spreading false ideas. 
Simonini is inspired by a lot of literary works including Joseph Balesmo, that resonated with 
his mind filled with prejudices and religious bigotry. The novel provides some valid insight 
into the psychology behind the popularity of such hate narratives. They thrive on people’s 
ignorance and paranoia and their need to assign blame on somebody else, thus absolving any 
responsibility for their failures in life. The novel is Eco’s attempt to expose the ridiculous 
nature of such hate narratives and the irrational hatred that fuels them. 

Eco believes in fiction’s ability to open people’s eyes. In his Intoduction to Will 
Eisner’s The Plot, Eco says that Eisner’s “is a story very much worth telling, for one must 
fight the Big Lie and the hatred it spawns”. (vii) The Prague Cemetery is Eco’s attempt to 
combat the pernicious effects of a fictional work that has been believed by too many people 
against their reasoning ability. 

The Prague Cemetery is a plethora of signs and hidden meanings that need to be 
decoded. One such is Simonini’s association with a woman called Diana. As Abbe Dalla 
Piccola, he meets a patient who suffers due to mental illness. She suffers due to a split 
personality — a licentious woman and a virtuous woman. With the help of Leo Taxil, a French 
journalist, he creates a fictitious personality — a female apostle and High Priestess of 
Freemasonry who had converted to Catholicism. Using her name, they publish several works 


LITERARY MUSINGS 
A Peer-Reviewed, Retereed Journal 


12 
VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1, JULY 2023 E-ISSN: 


of pious nature as well as confessions of previous sins. Abbe Dalla Piccola becomes so 
enraged when he learns that Diana is a Jewess. He kills her and disposes of her body in a 
sewer. This trauma causes Dalla Piccola to return to his original identity. He comes to terms 
with who he is. His split personality has assumed the identity of a priest whom he killed some 
twenty-five years ago. With another murder, he is cured of his mental condition and kills 
Abbe Dalla Piccola for a second time. 

Theme of Hatred 

The main character of the story is the main narrator as well. Eco renders this first- 

person narrative, a devastating truth value that makes all the difference. Because Simonini 
never attempts to camouflage his negativity. He never shies away from accepting the evil 
deeds that he has done. He does not seem to own a conscience. He even revels in his evilness, 
exuding so much prejudice and ill-feeling towards several social groups — Jews, Germans, 
Women, etc. His grandfather plays a significant role in shaping his perspective about the 
world around him. He was taught to believe that the French Revolution was the product of a 
universal Templar conspiracy to overthrow monarchies and establish their rule all over the 
world. As a child, Simonini leads a lonely life, isolated from children of his age and in the 
company of an old man whose life is filled with irrational prejudice and resentment. Simonini 
grows, developing an all-consuming hatred towards humanity. He selects to work in the 
shady field of forgery and moves around in various circles of informers, spies, double agents 
and criminals. In a forgery intended against the worldwide conspiracy, he fixes the location 
as a Jewish cemetery in Prague, where the secret planners for world dominion, allegedly have 
a conference in the middle of the night. Such fictional fabrications excited the readers, both 
the enlightened and the commoners alike. 
i Simonini’s misanthropy and multiple personality disorder stem straight from his 
traumatic childhood. Apart from isolation and the constant presence of his eccentric 
grandfather, Simonini might also have suffered from sexual abuse. From his childhood, he 
develops a disgust and hatred for priests. He even shudders when he recollects about the 
priests who tutored him at home. He feigns to have forgotten specifically about the time he 
spent in their company. 

Priests... How did I come to know them? At my grandfather’s house, I think. I 

have a vague memory of shifty looks, decaying teeth, bad breath and sweaty 

hands trying to caress the back of my neck. Disgusting. (12) 

He is also repulsed by sex and hates women. His obsession with food should also be seen as a 
substitute for sex. “I have always found more pleasure in food than in sex, perhaps a mark 
left upon me by priests.” (12) According to psychiatrists, trauma caused by sexual abuse is 
one of the main stimulants for multiple personality disorder and most of the time multiple 
personality disorders occur in women, as a result of prolonged sexual abuse. 

Simonini kills a priest called Abbe Dalla Piccola and later his alter ego assumes the 
priest’s identity. Simonini might have nurtured a secret fear as well as a fascination for the 
profession. So, his alter ego opts to be a priest living out a life that might have secretly 
fascinated him. An impairment of personality of this magnitude entails other signs of 
abnormality, like his inability to keep track of time and his memory loss. He racks his brain 
in a complex and fruitless reconstruction of his past, which is interspersed with several 
mentions of memory loss. Simonini desperately tries to narrate his personal history from 
scratch, to restore his memory. His hatred for the Jews predominates his incoherent 
rumblings about his past. He does not seem to have a lot of respect for Dr. Froid, a Jewish 
doctor, whose techniques help him a lot in recovering from his mental illness. His 
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pronounced and irrational prejudice against several communities like the Jews, Jesuits, 
Freemasons, etc., robs his narrative of any potential for ethical reliability. 

Simonini’s perspective is coloured by so much hatred that the reader is constantly in 
doubt about the authenticity of his narrative. According to James Phelan, a narrator must 
report, interpret and evaluate. Simonini’s faulted perspective affects both his interpretation 
and evaluation. This influences both his actions and his narrative. He never tries to overcome 
his detrimental and pathological notions, he revels in them. His alliance with the world 
around him is based on duplicity and treachery. Simonini is very proficient in the art of 
forgery that intertwines threads of lies, wrapped by objective truth. He is not bothered by the 
fact that his actions put the lives of innocent people at risk. He says that he is merely 
producing “genuine documents that have been lost or by simple oversight, have never been 
produced.” (86) This shows the double standards that characterise his profession. Therefore, 
his narrative is replete with enmity, hypocrisy and racism. Simonini’s instinctive flaws make 
him an unreliable narrator. He also willingly ascends the criminal ladder, till the end of the 
novel. It is disheartening to understand that there is no possibility of a change of heart. He 
will die a villain. Throughout his life, he has made several wrong assumptions and committed 
several ethical misdeeds for no obvious necessity, but for his perverse pleasure. The reader is 
reminded of Iago’s ‘motiveless malignity’. 

Simonini shows an inclination to repress unpleasant memories. This is evident 
through the entire texture of his retrospective, filled with reminiscences that crisscross from 
different time frames of his life history. Repressed emotions abound in the entire novel and 
they find no relief till the end. One such is his aversion towards sex, which indicates sexual 
abuse. Later on, his alter ego emerges to perpetuate harassment in a negative projection. 
Simonini’s diary is marked with dozens of omissions of integral events, indicating a 
possibility of sexual abuse that does not materialize in language, due to obvious suppressive 
mechanisms. This possibility is further confirmed through mentions of his troubled dreams, 
his hazy memory of such incidents and his multiple personality disorder. Based on Freud’s 
advice, he attempts to cure his traumatic neurosis on a psychic basis. But, he does not exactly 
follow Freud’s advice. Simonini does not bring his suppressed memories into focus to 
confront them. He completely ignores them, concentrating instead on anti-semitism, 
misogyny and xenophobia that marrs the purpose of his memory recuperation. He shies away 
from painful memories and shuns describing such incidents in great detail. 

The murder of Diana ends Piccola’s quest for the integration of the self, which started 
with reliving the crucial traumas that caused the dissociation which resulted in his 
retrospective process of self-discovery. But, the cure for his multiple personality disorder 
does not indicate that Simonini has won his fight against his inner demons. His psyche was 
misshapen long before he settled in Paris. His corrupted mindset was the result of his life 
under the despotic rule of his indoctrinated grandfather and the biased education that he 
received from his catholic tutors. This results in his taking perverse pleasure in criminal 
ventures against an entire ethnic group. Simonini is confined by his unquenchable hatred 
towards mankind. He single-mindedly persisted in wrongdoing, which snapped his ‘self’ into 
two entities. Though Piccola disappears from the world, Simonini’s attempt at diary-keeping 
is insufficient to tackle his complex psychic conflicts. In essence, he has not come to terms 
with any of his problems. His psyche has been tragically distorted by his surroundings, which 
necessitates him to lead a precarious existence without any meaningful self-actualisation. 
Simonini’s life is recollected through his diary keeping, where his trials and tribulations are 
related to the backdrop of historical events. The fictional story of Simonini is closely 
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interwoven with the significant historical events happening around him. The diaries reveal 
Simonini’s traumatic childhood. His grandfather had taught him only mistrust, bitterness and 
resentment. These combined with his morbid self-love, define his character. His only passion 
in life is to eat good food. 

We can recognize ourselves only in the presence of the other and on this, the 

rules of co-existence and submission are based. But it is more likely that we find 

this Other intolerable because to some degree he is not us. In this way, by 

reducing him to an enemy, we create our hell on earth. (21) 

Eco discusses the psychological reason behind this hatred in detail, in his essay, 
“Inventing the Enemy”. According to him, having an enemy defines one’s identity. It also 
provides the society, with an obstacle against which to measure its system of values. In 
seeking to overcome the obstacle, one can demonstrate his/her worth. So, when there is no 
enemy, he/she must be invented. So, the enemy is not identified here but is created as well as 
demonized. 

Conclusion 

Enemies are often defined by their difference from one, in terms of culture or 
customs. The people who become one’s enemies are often not those who directly threaten the 
society, but are portrayed as a threat even when they are not. Their difference itself becomes 
a symbol of what one finds threatening. Thus, analysing Eco’s works of non-fiction helps to 
shed light on the psychological, narrative and political complexities of his novels. 
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Abstract 


Psychodynamics is a field of study which projects upon the behavioral pattern that is 
assimilated unconsciously by the traumatic past, it has many phases and the researcher has 
chosen the psychodynamic feminist phase for the study. The feminist phase has been 
diversified with various forms, ideologies, and waves; they include every possible feature for 
the betterment of lives and a better understanding of the future of women's society. Yet, some 
of the domains are left unattended by the feminist phases, one such domain is the plight of sex 
workers. Sex workers and their hardships were not given voices and the commodity (body) 
was the only thing that mattered most. The researcher has chosen the short story “Merely A 
Whore” from the anthology “The Adivasi Will Not Dance Stories” by Hansda Sowvendra 
Shekhar for analysis. The Protagonist of the short story Sona is a star of the red light area 
and the others were merely a whore. She fell in love with one of her regulars and was hurt by 
him. This led her to a devastating path and envied her fellow sex worker Tina. The paper puts 
light on the trauma and the power differentials in her business and her mental agony 
concerning her life incidents in the story. 


Keywords: Feminism, Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar Merely A Whore, Sex Worker. 


Introduction 

Literary academicians have discussed a lot of domains, but still, some domains remain 
untethered. These neglected domains are socially prohibited but are related to society in every 
aspect possible. The domains that are looked down upon are the lives of alms seekers, sex 
workers, vagabonds, and so on. The life struggles and hardships of these outcasts are often 
considered as the periphery. They are not considered as the beings of society but were taken 
for granted for personal benefits. The Short story Merely a Whore was taken from the 
anthology The Adivasi Will not Dance Stories by Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar. It focuses on 
the life of the sex workers and the mental agony of the protagonist Sona, a star sex worker. 
The protagonist Sona struggles to cope with her former place with her temper tantrums due to 
the psychodynamic attribute that she acquired from a traumatic incident that happened with 
one of her regulars. This event devastated her and made a never-healable wound which 
makes a reminiscence to be aware of the behaviours of the other regulars. In light of the 
incident and the behavioural changes of the protagonist, the researcher attempts to analyze 
the inner thoughts of the protagonist regarding the power differentials in the business and the 
psychological effect it made. In the short story collection The Adivasi Will not Dance Stories, 
the researcher has chosen one of the short stories, Merely a Whore and it has been analyzed 
by the researcher through a Psychodynamic perspective implying the Freudian concept of 
Psychoanalysis and the power differential. 

The Realistic Picture of the Tribals in The Adivasi Will Not Dance: Hansda 
Sowvendra Shekhar by Manmohan Krishna, Research Scholar, Bhupendra Narayan Mandal 
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University, Madhepura has discussed the hardships and harsh reality of the tribals in the 
society. Unheard voices of the Voiceless: Analysing Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar’s The 
Adivasi Will Not Dance by V. Kavitha, Assistant Professor, Queen Mary’s College, Chennai 
has discussed the inability of the tribal people to voice out the trauma. 

Psychodynamics is the study of the unconscious and conscious thoughts, feelings, and 
behaviours that are driven by psychological forces within an individual. It is one of the major 
schools of thought in psychology that focuses on the role of individual personality 
development, relationships, and emotions in shaping up the human behaviour. (Freud) The 
concept of psychodynamics has its roots in the works of Sigmund Freud. Freud proposed that 
human behaviour is motivated by unconscious, repressed, and often sexual impulses. Other 
notable theorists of the psychodynamic theory include Carl Jung, Alfred Adler, and Erik 
Erikson. These theorists further developed Freud's ideas and emphasized the importance of 
the individual's development throughout life, interpersonal relationships, cultural and social 
factors in personality development, and personal growth and change. Some of the key tenets 
of the psychodynamic theory include the unconscious mind, early childhood experiences and 
attachment patterns, defence mechanisms, emotional pain, and the potential for insight and 
self-awareness to promote personal growth and change. Overall, the psychodynamic 
perspective has remained influential in psychology and literature and has contributed to our 
understanding of complex human behaviour and the role of psychological processes and 
experiences in shaping it through the application of the theories. 

Critical Study of the Story 

The Short story Merely a Whore is about the red light district, Lakkhipur, a coal mine 
town, and the lives of the sex workers, especially in Jharna-di’s house. The title substantiates 
that the Protagonist Sona is the star sex worker, a dream to the brothel visitors and the other 
sex workers are merely a whore, who were not valued as much as Sona. Jharna di reaped 
profits because of Sona. She brought to the VIP’s houses by car and received gifts and was 
made theirs at the moment. Among the regulars was a young transporter called Nirmal, who 
looked like a movie star. He always chose Sona as his companion and after a while, she 
started developing feelings for him. She expects him to kiss her on the lips, but he didn’t and 
he never did and left her. But, she demanded it every time he visits her. One day this created 
an argument between them and Sona was both verbally and physically assaulted by Nirmal. 
This incident devastated her and she experienced temper tantrums and took herself down. The 
abusive words of Nirmal reminded her place in her society and to the customers. Jharna di 
tried consoling her with facts of the reality but she could not recover from the incident. A few 
months later Nirmal came with some of his friends and asked for Tina and Sona was chosen 
by Nandu. She responded to his actions and remained ignorant of his words during the act. 
The story conveys the social ignorance of the women in the brothels and the consideration 
given to their feelings. They were just mere tools to have sex. The author gave an implied 
meaning to the title that the women in the brothel houses were merely a whore with no 
consideration for real emotions. 

The women in the brothel houses do not work willingly. They were forced by their 
dominant owners or sold to these houses. They were once respectable workers in a household 
or dancers of a rural dance crew. After adopting the field they can never go back to their 
normal lifestyle again. They sell the commodity (body) and make a living out of it. Their 
lives are not luxurious; they live in small cottages along with other sex workers. But mostly 
their lives would be in a small room with curtains and a ceiling fan, satisfying the needs of 
the customers. This becomes the routine of the sex workers. The customers were taken to the 
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brothels after an entry point of goons and the brothel managers lead them to the sex worker’s 
rooms, once inside the workers will take care of the rest. These workers unwillingly abide by 
and construct a destructive path to their selves. Their whole life will be stuck in the abyss 
until death. 

In her early months at Jharna di’s, Sona had wept a lot for the life she’d been 

wrenched from and to which she couldn’t return. But then, Jharna-di showed 

her some of the women who had entered the profession with her, all dancers- 
turned — prostitutes. Destitute... Jharna-di and some other madams looked after 

them, fed them, and waited for them to die. (MW. 145) 

Likewise, Sona was also sold into this abyss. Her conscience struggles to get back to 
the life she lost but she could not return to it. Society degrades these women at once they step 
into the locale. Edwin Sutherland’s Differential Association postulates that individuals 
acquire values, methods, and attitudes through interaction with others. This is the case in 
Sona, as she acquires the values through Jharna di, the Brothel Madam and excels in her field 
and was the star employee of the brothel. This acquisition not only profited Sona but also 
Jharna. Sona preferred living in the present, to the past, or the future. 

Sona creates an infatuation with one of her regulars, Nirmal. The thought of being the 
woman than the other, kindled her spirit to create a life away, happy and normal, than the 
routine nakedness inside a small dungeon. The wish to make a life outside the abyss does not 
arise in his first visit but through his constant visits. He came for the commodity but she 
hallucinate it to be personal. This constant gaze at the past, made to forget her current societal 
state. As Jharna di rightly explained to Sona about the current life she has been stuck: 

‘Even we will end up like this,’ Jharna-di had sighed. ‘All of us will. This life will 

not let us escape. All we can ensure is that we do not end up living like this.’ 

She turned to Sona 

‘They couldn’t keep up,’ Jharna continued, a faraway look in her eyes. ‘They 

couldn’t make money. Without money, look at what they’ve become.’... 

Sona understood: if she had to survive, she had to keep up. And keep up she did! 

(MW.145-6) 

Women belonging to the Brothel houses in Lakkhipur were considered as mere 
investments and instruments than humans. The purpose of the commodity is expected to reap 
profits more than the investment, in exchange for it, the commodity obtains mutual gains and 
benefits like food, clothing, and shelter. The goats grown by the butcher forgets their purpose 
and enjoy being in the shelter with a lot of fodder. Similarly, Sona forgets her state through 
the generous payments and constant visits for the commodity and also imagines a way out 
along with Nirmal. Though, Jharna di never ceases to remind Sona’s position. Because She 
never fails to save her investment. 

Once Jharna-di said to Sona, cautiously, careful about her investment: ‘We 

belong to different worlds, child.’ 

‘He is not like the others,’ Sona snapped. ‘A few moments with him, just a few 

moments with him... and that becomes intolerable to some people!” 

Jharna-di said nothing. It wasn’t as if Nirmal was taking Sona away from 

Lakkhipur. He came like other clients, asked for Sona, paid generously 

afterwards, and left. (MW. 153) 

Her infatuation with Nirmal grew more and more and made her yearn for his attention 
and love. Nirmal came for the flesh and its pleasures but Sona assumed it to be personal. This 
belief made her demand a kiss on her lips from Nirmal which he will never do. For him, she’s 
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one of the women he approaches, which includes a few respectable women too. Her demand 
for a kiss made her irritable and he shared a few verbal and physical abuses. This event 
remained a trauma in their mind of Sona developed a psychodynamic self that hardly 
responds to flirty words. She not only remained ignorant and also developed hatred over her 
fellow worker, Tina. Because she was her business competitor and everyone started claiming 
Tina as the star which provokes Sona. 

‘Why? Stay with me. I will look after you.’ Nirmal laughed... ‘What? You don’t 

have faith in me?’ 

Such moments made Sona melt. These were the times when worries of work and 

money evaporated completely and she began dreaming of spending her life with 

Nirmal... (MW.162) 

...‘Kiss? I don’t kiss a rendi on the lips... Sona stayed that way for a long 
time... She kept staring at the wall before her. She felt like crying, but the last 
time she had cried was years ago. (MW.166) 

This traumatic incident made an impact on her, developing a cognitive response of 
ignorance to the verbal deliveries during the transaction. Her inner self opaque the emotional 
passages and responds to the physical transferences alone, because the expected outcome is to 
make humpty gains. She moulds herself as what she is expected to be — Merely a Whore. 

..-he said soomethings. But Sona did not hear anything. She just wrapped her 

legs around Nandu’s hips and countered his thrusts. That made him happy. 

(MW. 168) 

Conclusion 

The incidents with Nirmal not only devastated Sona’s inner self but also altered the 
course of her life attributes. This impact created a prism to distinguish colours of the verbal 
encounters from her customers and developed an ignorant irresponsive attitude as a coping 
mechanism. The emotional vulnerability towards acquiring a life outside the work had 
vanished and a new motive to life has arisen to ensure her commitment towards her work. 
The researcher has analyzed the protagonist, Sona as a woman who was traumatized by the 
desires and their reflections. By implying the psychodynamic approach and the theory of 
differential association, the researcher has concluded that Sona has found a way out of the 
mental abyss and through plunging into the physical abyss. In the Short story Merely a 
Whore, the further scope for research can be implied using various psychoanalytical 
perspectives, Feminist approaches, and Queer theory. 
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Abstract 


Anita Desai has been a prolific writer and several articles have been written on her 
novels. Anita Desai is an eminent contemporary Indian English woman writer of fiction. 
Influences of society, family and friends have an impact on the development of a person in all 
spheres of life. In India in 1970, people were sorted based on gender, caste, community, 
status and classes. Freedom for women was beyond the bounds of possibility. Family is a 
root for every child where the good values and morals are inculcated. Every individual who 
comes from a family forms a society. The good values and morals make a good citizen. In 
1970’s family and society was gender biased, girls and women were not given space and 
voice to express their desires, decisions etc. The male chauvinists clamp down the talents and 
Skills of women. Male supremacists turn a blind eye to the dreams and desires of women. 
Women were pressurized to do the household chores and care, love, respect for them was out 
of reach. They themselves were made to believe strongly that they were under the heel of men 
and enact the commands in the drama of life. This paper studies on the theme of gender 
discrimination in the novel “Fasting Feasting ”’. 


Keywords: Gender Discrimination, Anita Desai, Fasting Feasting. 


Introduction 

The novel Fasting Feasting knits a beautiful story of an Indian family with two 
daughters and a son. The novel is of two halves. The first half of the story is set in a small 
town in India in the late 1970’s.The second half of the story is set in America. ‘Fasting 
Feasting’ is the title chosen by the author representing Indian Society as ‘Fasting’ and the 
American society as ‘Feasting’. Uma and her younger sister, Aruna are growing up in an 
orthodox Indian household. Their parents are very particular in bringing up their daughters 
with feminine skills. The parents are addressed as Mama and Papa by the author in the novel. 
Papa is a middle government magistrate and can be rightly described as a narcissist, male 
chauvinist who imposes his will on the members of the family. Mama is a befitting person to 
Papa since she endures the supremacy of her husband with forbearance. Mama fits the bill 
since she sets her mind to accept the bitter realities of life. The shadow of her husband always 
is predominant in all the acts and decisions of their family. She has no power or control over 
the issues of her family. Papa, a key player in the family plays not only his turns but also 
plays the other turns. Complicated knots of male hegemony are woven in the veins of Papa. 
Uma and Aruna are the daughters and the traits are in divergence and Uma is the victim of 
patriarchy. The daughter, Uma is brought up with morals and she is denied freedom and she 
was not allowed to be independent. The relationship of mother — daughter relationship is 
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beautifully pictured spectacularly. The love and care of mother is at profusion to her children 
though there are traces of dominant attitude of their father in all the acts. The support, love 
and concern of mother make the girl children see light at the end of the tunnel. Uma is the 
victim of dominant attitude of the parents. Uma is the adult when Aruna enters puberty. An 
unexpected pregnancy makes the life of girl children worse especially Uma. The birth of the 
son waters the thoughts of patriarchy and the life of girl children becomes secondary. The 
sudden drift of care and love of mother from her girl children to the newly born baby makes 
the girl children, particularly Uma lose the last ray of hope. Extra doses of Care and love are 
showered on the new born boy and traces of negligence are painted by the parents. 

Gender Discrimination in the Novel 

The story is set in 1970 and gender inequality was very common in the families. The 
thoughts of gender inequality in family existed in the period of 1970s and the author has 
beautifully portrayed it through the characters of the story. The reason behind those thoughts 
was that women were housewives and men were the ones who bring home the bacon. It was 
believed that boys would earn and take care of the parents in their old age and boys were 
considered as a treasure of wealth. Girl children were considered to be an expenditure since 
dowries were given for their marriages and moreover they go to another family. Since women 
were uneducated, they were meant only to do the household chores and take care of the 
children and elders in the family. Women were neither allowed to study nor to work. Women 
were the puppets at the hands of their husbands. The thoughts of dominancy and patriarchal 
society is enrooted in all the minds of the people not only in men but also firmly in the 
women. The author splendidly has captured and recorded that through the characters of the 
family 

In the novel ‘Fasting Feasting’ the author has carved the characters depicting gender 
discrimination in family, society. Uma is a young, charming personality with fountains of 
dreams and desires flowing in her heart and mind. She is a slow learner and she is forced to 
discontinue her school and she is pressurized to look after the new born baby brother and 
household chores. Despite her disagreement, her parents are set in stone in their decisions. 
Uma feels that the enthusiasm and happiness that one experiences in adulthood is absolutely 
faded away. Doses of disappointments and agony of alienation encompass Uma. In India, 
Mothers and fathers hold the head high for being the mother of a boy. Mama papa is 
encircled with a limited friends and relatives and socializing is out of a question. Frequent 
visits of a distant relative, Mira- Masi gives hopes to escape. Ramu, a cousin of Uma, is 
prodigal with vices. He pops in on to her house and his uncertainness is portrayed in his 
mannerism. The author introduces another character Anamika, sister of Ramu. Anamika’s 
characterization is in absolute divergence to Ramu. Description of Anamika by the author is 
out of the world. She outsmarts other women in beauty, skills and talents. Any woman would 
be green with envy of all the good traits she has. She is subtle, humble and no signs of 
arrogance can be traced from her face or attitude. God has woven her with splendid 
simplicity, astonishing artistry, striking beauty, elegant enchantress. She wins a scholarship to 
Oxford but her parents reject the idea of making her attending it. They consider this 
scholarship would be a badge in finding a right match for her. 

When the author describes Aruna, the traits are contradictory to Uma. She is sharp- 
witted, self-confident, modish and she is a person full of vim and vigor. The negative traits 
are authoritative, disdainful and cunning. She is a social butterfly and gets on well with 
friends. She goes out with friends often and she never lifts her hand in doing household work. 
Her etiquettes are always awe- inspiring and she is the center of attraction. The author vividly 
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carves the happiness of a father when a boy was born. The description of Papa the way that 
he springs out of the car, leaping over three chairs in the hall, the arms flying up in the air 
clearly sketches the art of ecstasy. 

In the second half of the story, the son Arun is given special care, love in all the 
aspects. He is always considered exceptional in all the facets. He is always considered the 
best of the bunch. The dream of Papa, sending the son abroad is sown strongly in the mind of 
Arun. He is given the best education, excellent clothing, best tutors etc. Eventually the dream 
of going abroad is fulfilled. Papa experiences a mix of feelings and emotions, happiness and 
sorrows. Papa is over the moon since the son is going abroad and he lies down on the swing 
with a heavy heart since his son is leaving him. Mama is engulfed with feelings of sorrow and 
fear. Papa’s retired life cages him home to the swing and veranda. The low spirits result only 
widening the gap between papa and daughters. 

Next part of the story centers on finding suitors for Uma and Anamika. Mama takes 
all the efforts to fix the marriage for Uma. Mama sends the photo of Uma to the marriage 
proposals. The response tags along with rejection that they expect the taller or faireror the 
most educated bride. A sense of discomfiture and an impediment is experienced when 
bountiful marriage proposals come for Aruna while Uma remains in an unmarried state. 
Many efforts are taken to settle Uma and after lot of efforts she is married to a boy (Harish) 
of another city. Later Uma is in the know about her husband is already married and has four 
children. She comes home to live the same spiritless, aimless, unloved life again. A sensation 
of shock, dosage of disappointments, flock of frustrations entrapped Uma when her married 
life turns out to be catastrophe. She feels that she is a wretch. She has been down on her luck 
since her childhood. She is chained by waves of dejection and flood of desperation. 

On the contrary, Aruna is married to a noble person. She gets a life where all her 
demands are met, her commands are executed. Fortune smiles on her since her childhood. 
She comes with husband and in — laws and she rides roughshod over Uma and her parents. 
She finds pleasure in socializing and she goes out with her friends leaving her children to 
Uma. Uma attends to all the needs of Aruna’s family and take of her children. She is selfish, 
inward — looking and uncaring. Despite the care and love showered by Uma on Aruna since 
her childhood, Aruna never cares or loves Uma. Aruna doesn’t invite Uma home. 

In the second half of the story, Arun finds it difficult to find his feet in an alien land. 
The sense of rootlessness and alienation propels him to land in despair. He is pampered by 
her parents in India and his helplessness in handling the situations in a foreign land is quite 
challenging. He cannot acclimatize to the new place, situation, people, food etc. He was 
perplexed with the new atmosphere. The letter from Arun is most awaited at home but it 
arrives with a note of dejection and complaints. During summer holidays, Arun is made to 
stay with an Indian family who settled there, the Pattons. Mrs. Patton tries to make him at 
ease, tries to please him but in vain. They are more caring, more loving but he cannot take it 
in right sense. 

When Mrs. Patton cooks non vegetarian foods, he hates it. The children of Mrs. 
Pattons cannot accept him in their family. A kind of reluctance, disinclination stops him 
getting intimate with the Pattons. He is cheesed off encountering queer experiences in a new 
land. The trials and tribulations make him sigh when the time comes to leave since the start of 
next semester has come. He presents the Pattons a gift, which is sent by his parents as a token 
of love. 

Conclusion 
The author has described two different cultures, Indian culture as Fasting and 
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American culture as feasting. She has wreathed the garland of novel, Fasting, Feasting with 
different flowers of themes, gender discrimination in family, Quest for identity, etc. Gender 
bias in family creates a strong impact on the progress of women. Mostly, parents 
underestimate girls and overestimate the boys. The needs of the boys are considered of higher 
regard than those of women. 
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